The nature and role of pregnancy-associated antigens and the endocrinology of early pregnancy in the ewe.
Depite descriptions of many of the physiological events of early pregnancy in the ewe, the way in which the immunological and endocrine adjustments are brought about is not well understood. Obviously, specific effects--for example, maintenance of the corpus luteum--are brought about by the presence of a conceptus in the uterus. This has led to a search for substances produced by the conceptus or induced by the presence of the conceptus in the uterus which could be involved in establishing pregnancy. This paper describes the presence in sheep of substances associated with pregnancy and discusses the origin and characterization of these substances and their role in ovine pregnancy.